
The PLTS framework underpins the whole curriculum 
and can transform young people’s engagement with
learning. They support learners’ understanding of
themselves as well as their relationship with others and
the world around them. Effective development of PLTS
can raise achievement and make a considerable impact 
on learners’ ability to succeed, both now and in adult life. 

The projects that have been presented have been left
broad and varied and allow the teacher the greatest
possible interpretation and learning outcomes. 

Resourcing
The equipment requirements are minimal: paper, pens 
and presentation materials should be available, and access
to the internet will allow students to research Brompton
designs and those of other manufacturers (see below).
For some of the activities students might find it useful to
have access to the Owner’s Manual or parts schematics
which can be downloaded from the Brompton website.

The activities have been shown to work well when a
group is divided into smaller teams and each member 
of the team is given a specific role and responsibility. 

There are other roles that could be created and this 
is very much left to different institutions to organise,
dependent on staffing and resourcing constraints.

It is suggested that before the project commences 
the teacher takes some time to look at the work 
of Brompton and other manufacturers in order to
stimulate the project.

uk.dahon.com
www.bikefriday.com
www.diblasi.co.uk
www.mezzobikes.com/UK/index.php
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Introduction
The following activities have been developed to give
students an opportunity to experience the kind 
of thinking that underpins innovation and project
development at Brompton. Each activity focuses on a
different design characteristic and presents students 
with a brief requiring them to explore current design
features and create proposals for new developments.
As well as developing design solutions students will 
be encouraged to consider the needs of different user
groups and to reflect these differing needs in their 
design proposals.

Although the activities focus on the design process
(responding creatively to a brief, applying knowledge 
of other designs, developing and communicating 
ideas and critically evaluating proposals) some could 
be extended to modelling or making, depending on 
the time and resources available and the particular
objectives of the class.

The projects can be run as individual standalone 
exercises or as part of an immersion or enterprise 
day; teachers might choose to differentiate an activity 
or vary the student outputs by allocating a specific 
target audience/market to individual teams.

Meeting Curriculum Requirements
The new secondary curriculum focuses on developing 
the skills and qualities that learners need to succeed in
school and the broader community. The development 
of personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTS) is 
essential to meeting the three national curriculum aims 
of becoming successful learners, confident individuals 
and responsible citizens.

The individual subjects, which make up the curriculum,
provide the essential range of activities, learning
opportunities and contexts essential for the effective
development of these skills (PLTS).

The framework comprises of six PLTS:

� independent enquirers
� creative thinkers
� team workers
� self-managers
� effective participators
� reflective learners.
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